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  Church Wide Thanksgiving Meal 

  After some discussion at the NOW Team meeting this week, I need to 
clarify the scope and intent of the Thanksgiving meal that we have 
planned at the church. First of all, let me talk about the scope of the 
meal. It is not designed as a meal open to the entire community. It is 
not possible to plan for a meal when you can’t anticipate how many 
are coming. So, let’s think of it as a Church Wide Thanksgiving meal to 
which individuals can invite guests from outside the church. Our goal 
is to specifically plan a meal for members that might be eating alone 
on Thanksgiving and for other members that would just like to get 
together for a traditional Thanksgiving meal.  

    We are going to take reservations for this meal. There is a sign up 
form in the bulletin this morning. Simply let us know if you are coming 
and don’t be afraid to invite some guests to attend with you. The more 
the merrier—as long as we can get an idea of how many will be in 
attendance. 

   The meal will be held on Sunday November 22nd at 6:00 pm in the 
church fellowship hall. So please mark this date on your calendar and 
be present for the very special fellowship meal.  

NOW Team To Begin New Ministry on Sundays 
   The NOW Team has decided to begin a new Sunday Morning 
ministry aimed at children up through the second grade. We are going 
to call it Children’s Church. The basic format of the ministry is that the 
children will be in the worship service through the Children’s 
Message. Following the message, those up through the 2nd grade, will 
then go upstairs for a special time that will involve teaching, crafts, 
and activities. We will begin this ministry on Sunday November 15, 
2015. Persons interested in assisting in some way with this ministry 
should contact Patty Robbins. 

Hanging of the Greens is Scheduled 
  The first Sunday of Advent is the Sunday following Thanksgiving. 
(November 29th)  We are going to have the Advent wreath up on that 
Sunday morning, but we are not going to decorate the sanctuary for 
the Advent/Christmas season until that Sunday afternoon. So please 
plan on giving some of your time that afternoon so that we can 
prepare our worship space for the upcoming Advent/Christmas 
seasons. 

 

Staff Pastor Parish Relations to Meet 
   There will be a brief meeting of the SPPRC, in the Wicker Room,  
immediately following the worship service today. All members of the 
committee should try to attend. 

 

 

November Highlights 
Finance Committee Meets to 
Plan 2016 Budget 
  The Finance Committee will meet on 
Sunday November 15th at 7:00 p.m. to plan 
the 2016 budget for presentation to the 
Administrative Board’s December 2015 
meeting. The Board, at that time, will review 
the budget, make any necessary adjustments, 
and finalize the 2016 budget. It is important 
that all the members of the Finance 
Committee are present for this meeting. 

Pastor Out of Town Thanksgiving Week 
  The pastor and family will be out of town beginning on Saturday 
November 21st through Saturday November 28th. We will be taking 
some time away for the holiday. In his absence, the UVA Wise Wesley 
Foundation will be leading the service on Sunday November 22nd. Please 
come and support this extended ministry of our annual conference. 

New Online Opportunities  
  If you haven’t had a chance to check out our church web site or our 
church Facebook page recently, then I encourage you to do so. I have 
been adding new features to both of these places. I am very excited to 
offer a weekly online video Bible Study. By Thursday of each week, I will 
be posting the next installment in the Bible Study. Currently I will work 
through the letter to the Romans-verse by verse-one chapter a week-until 
I am done. This week I posted the first lesson which was an introduction 
to the letter. I encourage you to find it on the website under the 
RESOURCES tab or to find the post on the Trinity United Methodist 
Church –Big Stone Gap Facebook page. 

   You need to get in the habit of checking these items regularly. I post all 
kinds of useful information. The sites are getting visits and views. For 
instance, the YouTube Channel, which hosts the videos that appear on the 
Facebook and church web site, was created in June of 2014. Since that 
time, there have been 16,616 views of the videos that we have placed on 
YouTube. This equates to a 30,275 minutes (504 hours) of video that has 
been watched. The most popular video is a video of the congregation 
singing “In the Garden”.(sung on August 27,2014) It has been viewed 
1995 times. Do I know who these people are that like this hymn. No. I 
don’t. However, there is no escaping the fact someone is watching. 
Someone is being blessed. All we have to do is to keep putting the 
material out there and trust God to get the person that needs to hear it 
linked up to it.  
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Greeters: Nancy Allman and Peggy Beverly 

 

Prelude  

Announcements, Welcome, and Introduction :  Martha Spurlock 

Call to Worship:  “Rejoice, Give Thanks and Sing”  
 

* Opening Hymn:  “How Firm a Foundation   No. 529  

 

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 
( You will be given an opportunity to share joys and prayer concerns.  

Please raise your hand and wait until an usher comes to you with a microphone.) 

 
Lord’s Prayer  as found at No. 895 

Gloria Patri       No. 70 

 

Children’s Message          Nancy Toney 

 

The Presentation of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 
Ushers:  Pat Bowden, Patty Robbins, Kathleen Gillespie, Alberta Mitchell 

Offertory:   

 * The Doxology     No. 95 

Musical Offering:  “Now Thank We All Our God” 

The Presentation of God’s Word 

Scripture:  1 Samuel 1:4-20    Phil Robbins 

Lector: The Word of the Lord for the people of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon :  “I’m Spiritual, but NOT religious.” 

An Affirmation of Our Faith: The Apostle’s Creed  No. 881 

* Closing Hymn:  “Great is Thy Faithfulness”   No. 140 

 

* Pastoral Benediction : “God Be With You Til We Meet Again” 

Postlude:  

            * Please stand, as you are able 

          Musical lyrics reprinted using CCLI # 1083130 

 

 

Prayer Circle 

The Prayer Circle will meet on 
Wednesday, November 18th at 6:00 
pm. 

 

Holston Home for Children 

God has given Shawn a beautiful voice. 
During his time at Holston Home his 
confidence had grown, leading him to 
his first performance at The County 

Fair. For a boy who has no family supporting him, it was a special moment to hear 
the roar of the crowd as he took the stage. When you give to Holston Home this 
5th Sunday, November 29th, you are helping other children, like Shawn, discover 
how truly valuable they are. So, please give generously. 

 

SPPRC Meeting 

There will be a SPPRC today immediately following the church 
service. 

Baby Shower Celebration 

The Asbury Circle is hosting a Baby Shower for Kara & Joshua Spurlock on 
Sunday,  November 15, 2015.  It will be at the home of Karen Kilgore, 1320 
Woodland Drive East from 3 to 5 pm.  They are registered at Baby's r Us and 
Walmart.  We look forward to celebrating this wonderful event with Kara and 
Joshua.  See you there!!!!!!!!!!!  

Finance Committee Meeting 

The Finance Committee will be meeting this evening at 7:00pm. 

Community  Thanksgiving Meal 

The NOW Team  will be hosting a Thanksgiving meal here at the church on 
Sunday, November 22nd at 6:00 pm. There is no cost for the meal.  We do need a 
head count, so if you plan on attending, please call the church office or Patty 
Robbins. 

 

November Meetings and Activities  

—Sunday, November 15, 2015 

 —Noon—SPPRC 

 —3:00-5:00 pm—Baby Shower 

 —5:00 pm—UMYF 

 —7:00 pm—Finance Committee Mtg. 

—Wednesday, November 18, 2015 

 —8:00 am—Pop “n” for Jesus 

—Sunday, November 22, 2015 

 —6:00 pm—Thanksgiving Meal 

 

 

UMYF meets Sunday nights at 5:00 pm for a meal and 5:30 pm for meeting. 

Choir meets each Wednesday at 7:00 pm 

 

For Those with Cancer: 

James Horne; Robin (Rita Nash’s 

Daughter); Barbara Polly; Debbie 

Cooper; Wilma Nein; Phyllis Gilley; 

Melody (Mellie) Gilley; Doris Berta; 

Sandra Rich; Denise Qualls; Kathy Hirsch 

(Larry and Teddy Bland’s daughter); 

David Burke (Bubba Burke’s Dad); Karrie 

Compton (Randy and Phyllis Compton’s 

daughter) 

Facing or Recovering from Surgery or 
Hospital Stay 

Beth Hagan; Becky Clark; Helen Cochran; 

Mary Warner; Liz Ashley;  T. R Davidson; 

Melanie Sturgill; Mark Nickels; Ann 

Nickels; Macy Clark; Patricia Redman; 

Jim Cooper 

Non-Specific Prayers for: 

Brownie Polly; Geneva Allen; Jim Gates; 

Fred Vanbever; Jennie Shupe; Hope 

Meade; Matt Carroll; Melvin Carter; 

Kenny Spurlock’s mother; Bill & Jean 

Hendrick; Peggy Bates; Marion Kocher; 

Bob Horne 

 Pray for our Pastor and the Leaders 
of our church.  

 Pray for the Leaders of the United 

Methodist Church.  

Financial Snapshot 
  The Administrative Board thinks that it is important that we give 

you a weekly Financial Snapshot. Here are some figures to ponder:  

 

Current Balance Forward Trinity Maintenance:  ……………………….$726.22 

Money Given to General Fund 

Budgeted Need to Date .........................................................................$134,866 

Actual Amount Given to Date  ...............................................................$128,944 

 Let me tell you how glad we are to have you at our 

worship service today. We hope that you will encounter 

the presence of the risen Christ. Please feel free to join 

in any of the activities or events that you see mentioned. 

Please come back and worship with us again! 
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Given By: 

Stephen and Beverly 
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Ben and Dottie Allen 

Ruben and Nancy Allman 

Doris Berta 

 
In Memory of: 

George Gose 

Mary Burton 

Shirley Crabtree 

javascript:scripture.focus();

