
Sunday September 14, 2014 

 

A Collection of Musings  

and Ideas from the Pastor 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee 

Meets Tonight 

  The Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee will 
meet tonight at 5:30 pm prior to the Administrative 
Board.  Members of the Committee are: Nancy 
Toney, Chairperson; Martha Spurlock, Church Lay 
Leader; Pat Bowden, Member of Annual 
Conference; Dell Williams, Barbara Hargrove, Skip 
Skinner, Rob Moore, Dianne Botts, Jackie Mainous, 
Donnie Ratliff, and Angie Clendenon. 

Administrative Board will Meet Tonight 

  The monthly meeting of the Administrative Board 
will be tonight at 7:00 p.m. Members of the Board 
are: Phil Robbins, Chairperson, Dr. Larry Fleenor, 
Becky Rogers, Donny Ratliff, Ben Allen, Spencer 
Quesenberry, Nancy Toney, Kathleen Gillespie, Rick 
Galyean, Paula Barton, Patty Lynn Cooper, Martha 
Spurlock, Pat Bowden, Chris Higgins, Patty 
Robbins, Angela Clendenon, John Hagan, Christy 
Smith, Bill Hendrick, Barbara Polly and Bill Cole.  

The Finance Committee Is Scheduled to 

Meet 

   The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday 
night September 16th at 6:30 p.m.: Members of the 
team are: Spencer Quesenberry-Chairperson, 
Becky Rogers, Bill Cole, Martha Spurlock, Pat 
Bowden, Phil Robbins, Donnie Ratliff, Nancy Toney, 
Ben Allen, Patty Lynn Cooper, Kathleen Gillespie, 
Christy Smith, Kim Parsons, Donna Mahan, Jim Abe 
Fleenor, Vicky Ratliff, Dianne Botts, Chris Higgins, 
and Barbara Hargrove. 

Macedonia Baptist Church in Appalachia 
Invites You to a Revival 
Beginning tomorrow and running nightly at 7:00 
pm through Wednesday, the Macedonia Baptist 
Church in Appalachia will host a revival. Pastor 
Matthew Thomas of Great Commission Church in 
Kingsport will be the preacher.  Everyone is invited 
to attend.  For more info call 298-8381. 

Help Your Local Schools 

   You Can Help the Union High Football team by 
purchasing a Bear Discount Card from Jacob 
Goodman.  
   You can help the Powell Valley Middle School by 
collecting Box Tops for Education and Campbell 
Soup Labels. Put them in the box on the table in the 
fellowship hall or give them to Andrew Goodman. 
Thanks for your support. 

12 Findings From Church Health Surveys 
More than 15 years ago, Dr. Thom Rainer and Chuck 
Lawless developed a Church Health Survey to assess 
the condition of local congregations. A 160-question 
survey that focuses on the six purposes of the church 
(worship, evangelism, discipleship, ministry, prayer, 
and fellowship), the questionnaire reveals a church’s 
perception of itself. 

Over the years, hundreds of churches in North 
America have completed the survey. Here are some 
general conclusions these surveyed churches have 
told us about themselves. 

1. Even struggling churches view themselves 

as family.  

2. Many churches admit their unhealthiness.  

3. Many members do not pray regularly for 

church staff.  

4. Discipleship and evangelism are the 

weakest areas in the church.  

5. Churches produce prayer lists, but they do 

not report answered prayer.  

6. A dedicated few members do most of the 

work.  

7. Worship is still an issue. . 

8. Members seldom recognize space or 

parking problems.  

9. Communication is a serious issue.  

10. Members say they would do more 

evangelism if they had more training.  

11. Church folks say they know what they 

believe, but they are not convinced other 

members do.  

12. Most church members and congregations 

do not pray regularly for world missions. 

 

For more information on any of these survey 

results, I invite you to visit.  
 
http://thomrainer.com/2014/09/02/12-findings-church-health-
surveys/ 
 

Give me a call and let’s talk about these 

results. 

A Look at Upcoming Events 



Financial Snapshot 
  The Administrative Board thinks that 

it is important that we give you a 

weekly Financial Snapshot. Here are 

some figures to ponder: 

 

Total Received Maintenance:   .......................... $ 13,911 

Maintenance Goal:   .......................................... $ 15,000 

 

Money Given to General Fund 

Budgeted Need to Date  .................................... $ 115,890 

Actual Amount Given to Date ............................ $ 107,641 

The Romans 12 Project   

 Let me tell you how glad we are to have you at 

our worship service today. We hope that you 

will encounter the presence of the risen Christ. 

Please feel free to join in any of the activities 

or events that you see mentioned. Please 

come back and worship with us again! 

  This afternoon, immediately 
following church, we will hold our 
first monthly meeting of Kid’s in 
Christ. This activity is open to all 
children through 5th grade. We will 
be meeting on the second Sunday of 
each month. During our time together, we will feed the 
kids a meal, and have Bible time, activities, crafts, music 
and other things to help them grow stronger in their faith. 

   We could also use your participation. We need adults 
that are willing to donate some of their time and maybe 
even some food for these monthly events. Patty Robbins, 
our Nurture Ministry Chairperson would be more than 
happy to talk with you about the ways that you can get 
involved with this new ministry effort. 

   We believe that these children are the future youth 
group of our church and we want to begin engaging them 
in learning and growth opportunities. So, volunteer to help 
out and help us all provide a warm and loving 
environment where we can talk with our children about 
Jesus. 

Continue to Pray for the Nominations Team 

   Members of the team are currently in the process of 
praying and trying to see who God might be leading them 
to nominate for the various leadership positions within 
our church. Next Sunday team members will turn in to me 
a list of their suggestions for the various leadership 
positions in the church. I will compile everyone’s 
suggestions into a master list . Two Sundays from now, we 
will get together and look at the master list and make our 
nominations. You should then begin hearing from 
members of the team as October comes around. We still 
need for you to pray for us. We truly want to nominate the 
persons that will ultimately feel led by God to serve our 
church in these leadership positions. If you have questions 
about this process, then please get in touch with me.   

 
 

Adopt-A-Heart 

   Several years ago some concerned members of 
Crievewood United Methodist Church in Nashville, 
Tennessee, realized how separated and disconnected 
the older generations were from the youngest members 
of the congregation. Each week the children would 
gather on the lower level of the church for their 
programs while the older adults participated in classes 
and worship on the ground level of the building. 
Without an elevator or a unified ministry to bring them 
together, the older adults had few opportunities to 
interact with the children. As the church paid attention 
to this discovery, they heard God calling them to bring 
the generations together. 
    In response Crievewood UMC created the Adopt-A-
Heart ministry. On a designated Sunday, numbered 
paper hearts are placed around the sanctuary. During 
the worship service members of the congregation are 
invited to take a heart. At the end of the service the 
hearts are exchanged for an information sheet that 
includes a child’s name and picture (provided with 
parental permission). The adult then contacts the child 
through the parents and makes arrangements to sit 
together in church or go to lunch with the family after 
the service. 
   This ministry has nurtured many intergenerational 
relationships. Families begin to know the older people 
as they take dinner to their homes, make plans to eat 
ice cream together, or pick up the heart partner to 
attend a child’s soccer game or dance recital. The child 
is given the gift of a mentor, faith guide, and friend. 
Many appreciate their newly created relationships so 
much that the heart partners remain closely connected 
far beyond the end of the initial commitment period. 
    By paying attention to their context and prayerfully 
discerning how God is calling them to bring the 
generations in their church family together, Crievewood 
UMC has created an intergenerational model that 
nurtures growth in discipleship while cultivating 
intentional and mutual relationships among people of 
different ages. 
********************************************* 

Questions for Discussion 

• When is the entire body of Christ together in your 
congregation? 
• How does your congregation intentionally create a 
space for people of different generations to nurture and 
support one another? 
•How is God calling you to participate in 
intergenerational ministry that affirms the presence of 
all of God's children as part of the body of Christ? 
********************************************* 
Tanya Eustace is the Director of Children and 
Intergenerational Ministries at the General Board of 
Discipleship. You can contact her at teustace@gbod.org. 
********************************************* 

The Pastor’s Thoughts  

on Discipleship 
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 The Pastor’s Ponderings is a weekly 

publication of Rev. Terry Goodman. It 

contains thoughts, ideas, articles, and 

other writings designed to inform 

and, hopefully, cause you to stop and 

ponder.  


