
Sunday July 20, 2014 
 

A Collection of Musings  

and Ideas from the Pastor 

Let’s Gather School Supplies 

 Koni Purscell, our Church and Community Worker, has 
reminded us that school is just around the corner and it 
might be a good idea to start gathering school supplies.  
I’d suggest we concentrate on a few basic items: loose 
leaf paper, pencils, glue sticks, and crayons. If we just get 
those items, especially in quantity, we should be able 
really help out some kids and/or schools when they go 
back into session the first week of August. You can place 
supplies on the table in the fellowship hall we normally 
use for such collections. 

You are Invited to a Baptism 

  On Sunday afternoon August 10th, we are going to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism in a very special 
way. We are going to have a river baptism. Conner 
Clendenon has indicated that he wants to make his 
profession of faith and be baptized. We are going to use 
the river behind the Cedar Ridge Baptist Church out in 
Crackers Neck and we are looking at 2:00 p.m. as the 
time. Since baptism is a rite of the church, I would hope 
that some of the church members could be present for 
the celebration of this Sacrament. Also, if there are other 
persons that have not been baptized that would like to 
receive the sacrament, please get in touch with me and 
we can discuss if you are ready. Remember, in United 
Methodism, we only baptize one time. So if you were 
baptized as an infant, I cannot “re-baptize” you as an 
adult. 

Mission Group to Spend Night at the Church 

  The Rev. Joel Hubbard (best man at my wedding) will 
be leading a mission group from his church in New 
Jersey to the Red Bird Mission. The group, of about 20, 
will spend Saturday night August 9th in our church. I 
anticipate that they will then be present to worship with 
us on Sunday morning. I don’t know when they will 
arrive, but it might be nice to have some snacks for 
them. I might also be asking some of you to supply 
breakfast casseroles, fruit, and juice for Sunday morning. 
Please keep this group in your prayers as they travel to 
Red Bird Mission. 

Clean Up Day Scheduled for the Church 

  Kathleen Gillespie has asked that we announce that 
Saturday August 2nd will be a clean up day at the 
church. Each year, she typically gets some of the women 
together to give the church an extra cleaning. This year, 
she invites all of us to join with her. More details will be 
given as the date approaches. So, please plan to give a 
couple of hours on the 2nd to help us clean up the 
church. 

Do You Need a Handyman? 

  Dennis Ashley is starting a handyman business. So if 
something needs fixing, give him a call and see if he is 
available.  

Free Coffee Friday Continues This Week 

Our third go round of Free Coffee Friday will be this 
coming week. We will gather at the church at 6:30 a.m. and 
begin serving coffee, juice and muffins around 7:00 a.m. on 
the corner of Wyandotte and E 1st St. You are welcome to 
come and join us. You are also invited to fix some muffins 
and have them there for us to hand out. You can bring 
them to the church on Thursday or come in person on 
Friday morning. 

Friday Night at the Movies Continues This Week 

   With Despicable Me 2 and Mary Poppins now behind us, 
this week and will be showing a comedy called The Game 
Plan. Mark your calendar and come out and join us this 
Friday around 9:00 p.m. We’ll have popcorn, cookies and 
kool-aid. Just a reminder, this is our last film of the 
summer. The following week will be Vacation Bible School.  
And school will be in session the week following that! Time 
certainly is flying. 

The New Copier Has Arrived and A New 
Router Has Been Installed  
This past Sunday we exceeded our goal to purchase the 
new copier. It is now in place and we are learning how to 
utilize its many features. One thing we will do is assign 
passcodes to persons that use the copier. If you think that 
you will be using it, then please stop by the office and get a 
code and let Becky show you how to use it in conjunction 
with your copies. A thanks go out to all those that have 
contributed over the last few months to the Forward 
Trinity Equipment Fund that made this purchase possible. 

   In conjunction with the new copier, we have also 
installed a new and stronger internet Wifi router. If you 
have been using your wireless devices in the church, they 
will not get internet access until you use the new password 
that comes with the system. Please see the pastor or Becky 
to get a password. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

VBS Is About to Begin 
Mon Jul 28th—Fri Aug 1st 
Registration each night at 5:30 pm 

VBS begins at 5:45 pm 

For Kids up through 6th grade 

A Look at Upcoming Events 



An Update on the Capital Campaign 

A special thanks goes out to all the persons and groups that have 

responded to our Forward Trinity Capital Campaign to raise funds 

for needed equipment and repairs at the church. Below is where 

we stand to date on this campaign: 

Total Received-Equipment:          $   6,825 

Equipment Goal:     $   7,000 

 

Total Received Maintenance:   $   12,967 

Maintenance Goal:  $15,000 

Just a reminder, we ask everyone to try and 

have their pledges completed by September 

30, 2014. This will allow us to complete the work we need to do during the 

summer months. Again, thanks to all that have pledged and contributed. 

The Romans 12 Project   

 Let me tell you how glad we are to have you at 

our worship service today. We hope that you 

will encounter the presence of the risen Christ. 

Please feel free to join in any of the activities 

or events that you see mentioned. Please 

come back and worship with us again! 

I am talking about finances this 
morning in my sermon. I know that 
some folk wish the preacher would 
avoid that subject. Unfortunately, I 
will not because other than the 
Kingdom of God, use of our resources 
is the most talked about topic in the Scriptures. More than 
2500 verses in the Bible relate to wealth and our use of it. 
So, it is a well versed topic.  

   Studies have also shown that talking about finances at 
various points throughout the year, rather than just the 
fall, often produces a healthier giving environment in the 
church. I follow that dictum. As disciples, we are tasked to 
grow in all areas of our life and have we treat our financial 
resources is one of those areas that we must address. 

   As you may have heard me say from the pulpit, on more 
than one occasion, giving is not so much about the need of 
the church to receive as it is for the giver to give. Our God, 
is the ultimate example of giving. He held nothing back 
from us and gave us the ultimate gift—Jesus Christ. As we 
seek to emulate God, we would do well to remember that 
sacrificial gift and understand that one of the ways that we 
can grow closer to God is through the spiritual discipline 
of giving. 

   I hope that you will not tune me out this morning when 
you realize what the topic of the sermon will cover. I think 
I have some Good News to report concerning God’s 
blessings on our church and I have a challenge to issue 
concerning how we can all respond to God’s grace through 
our giving.  

  Let me know what you think about the sermon and let’s 
open a conversation about giving and the growth that 
come happen in our lives as we become more generous 
givers. 

  God Bless. I hope to hear from some of you this week.   

 
 

When Leaders Depart 

 
Kathie Metz enjoyed a long and successful tenure as 
Director of Music and Organist at Towson United 
Methodist Church in Towson, Maryland. Both the 
church and Kathie had established relationships and 
practices that worked well and contributed to the vital 
worship life of the congregation. As her retirement 
approached, Kathie and church leaders developed a 
plan to bring her ministry to a close and to find, hire, 
and welcome a new musician who could continue the 
best of the past and perhaps bring new elements to the 
congregational worship. 
 
Kathie had notified the senior pastor and the Staff 
Parish Relations Committee in September that she 
would be retiring following the Christmas Eve services. 
They planned a retirement celebration for January. This 
gave four months advance notice so the church could 
make plans for a successor, and it allowed the church to 
fully celebrate Advent and Christmas without her 
departure becoming a distraction to the seasons. During 
the search process, Kathie assisted the committee by 
answering questions, reviewing résumés, making 
suggestions, and providing technical information that 
only a musician can provide. 
 
Kathie chose not to remain a part of the congregation in 
order to give the new person the maximum freedom to 
establish personal relationships and fully take charge 
without being hampered by the past. Before leaving she 
prepared information for her successor including choir 
lists, church music library lists, and contact information 
for the organ technician, The Fellowship of United 
Methodists in Music & Worship Arts, and the American 
Guild of English Handbell Ringers. 
 
This intentional plan created a smooth transition that 
allowed the congregation time to prepare for the 
departure and to honor Kathie’s legacy as well as 
facilitating the new music director’s ability to move in 
new directions. 
********************************************* 

Questions for Discussion 
• How does your congregation work with leaders, both 
paid and volunteer, to facilitate smooth transitions 
when those leaders leave? What policies and practices 
are in place to ensure that these transitions both honor 
the past and open doors for new possibilities? 
• If a staff member were to leave suddenly, would 
others in the congregation be able to access key contact 
information and other important documentation 
related to the staff member’s ministry responsibilities? 
********************************************* 
Dean McIntyre is Director of Music Resources at GBOD. 
He can be reached at dmcintyre@gbod.org. 
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 The Pastor’s Ponderings is a weekly 

publication of Rev. Terry Goodman. It 

contains thoughts, ideas, articles, and 

other writings designed to inform 

and, hopefully, cause you to stop and 

ponder.  


