
   

“Success is to be measured not so much by the position that 

one has reached in life as by the obstacles which he has 

overcome while trying to succeed.” —Booker T. Washington, 

19th-century politician, author and co-founder of Tuskegee 

Institute, a famous historically Black college  

 

“You can’t lead the people if you don’t love the people. You 

can’t save the people if you don’t serve the people.”—

Cornel West, philosopher, political activist and social critic  

 

“Do the best you can until you know better. Then when you 

know better, do better.”—Maya Angelou 

  

“….when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from  

every village and every hamlet, from every state and every  

city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's  

children, Black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles,  

Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and 

sing  

in the words of the old Negro spiritual: Free at last. Free at  

last. Thank God almighty, we are free at last.” - Dr. Martin  

Luther King Jr  
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ORDER OF PROGRAM 

Prelude:   Spiritual Medley - arranged by Calli & Michael Shell 

Welcome: Rick Galyean, TUMC Music Director 

Opening Hymn: Lift Every Voice and Sing .............................. No. 519 

Trinity UMC Choir: People Get Ready 

Combined Choirs: Total Praise 

Rosa Parks: Rev Carolyn Smith 

Selections: Williams Chapel AME Choir 

Selections: Wesley Brass 

Maya Angelou Poem – I Rise:  Marie Porter 

James Weldon Johnson’s Sermon (poem) Go Down Death: Marcus 

Fuss 

Sojourner Truth: Rashida Hall 

Selections: Macedonia Baptist Church Choir 

Selections: Ron Short 

Trinity TUMC Choir:  Ride On, King Jesus 

Closing Hymn:  Amazing Grace ........................................No. 378 

Benediction and Blessing of the food: Rev. Sandra Jones 

Postlude: Freedom Medley    arranged by Calli & Michael Shell 

      

A HUGE thank you to all that have participated in this amazing 

program tonight! 

 

All are invited to the Fellowship Hall for food and fellowship. 

 

 

 

Black History Celebration   

February 22, 2026  5:00 PM 

Hosted by Trinity United Methodist Church, Big Stone Gap 

 

 
 
 
 


