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Did you know, ordinary church member, that Jesus has given you a job? Your 
elders have a special office, to be sure, but so do you. And Jesus has given you 
elders in order to train you to do your job.  

So if Jesus’s discipleship program gives every single member a job, what 
responsibilities come with this job?  

1. Attend Church Regularly  

You, as a baptized Christian and ordinary member of a church, are responsible to 
attend church regularly. Scripture could not be clearer about this fundamental 
responsibility so that you can give yourself to love and good works and 
encouragement. 

“And let us be concerned about one another in order to promote love and good 
works, not staying away from our worship meetings, as some habitually do, but 
encouraging each other, and all the more as you see the day drawing 
near.” (Heb. 10:24–25) 

2. Help Preserve the Gospel 

You, as a baptized Christian and ordinary member of a church, are responsible for 
protecting and preserving the gospel and the gospel’s ministry in your church. 

What this means, Christian, is that you are responsible to study the gospel and 
know it. Can you summarize the gospel in 60 seconds or less? Can you explain 
the relationship between faith and works? Can a Christian live in unrepentant 
sin? Why or why not? Why is it important for a Christian to affirm the doctrine of 
the Trinity? What role do good deeds, fellowship, and hospitality play in 
promoting a church’s gospel ministry?  

These are the kinds of questions, Christian, that you are responsible to answer in 
order to help guard the gospel. Know the gospel, and what the gospel requires in 
the church’s and a Christian’s life. 

3. Disciple Other Church Members 

You, as a baptized Christian and ordinary member of a church, are responsible for 
protecting the gospel and the gospel’s ministry in your church by discipling other 
church members. 

Remember Ephesians 4:15–16. The church builds itself up in love as each part 
does its work. Basic Christianity involves building up other believers. It is a part of 
fulfilling the Great Commission and making disciples. Speaking of . . . 

4. Share the Gospel with Outsiders 

This, too, is a part of your job. The command to “Go and make disciples” belongs 
to you (Matt. 28:19). 

5. Follow Your Leaders 

It’s the job of the pastors or elders to equip the saints for the work of ministry: 
for these previous responsibilities (Eph. 4:12). If elders aren’t teaching the 
gospel, catechizing the church in the gospel, teaching them their responsibility 
for one another, then they’re ill-equipping the church for the job Jesus has given 
them. 

Christian, this means that you’re responsible to avail yourself of the elders’ 
instruction and counsel. Hold on to the pattern of sound teaching you’ve learned 
from them (2 Tim. 1:13). Follow their teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, love, and 
endurance, along with their persecutions and sufferings (2 Tim. 3:10–11). 

Guest Columnist 
This excerpt is adapted from Jonathan Leeman’s new 

book, Understanding the Congregation’s Authority. Copyright 2016 

Staff Pastor Parish Relation Committee to 
Meets This Afternoon 

  The SPPRC will meet this afternoon at 4:00 pm in 
the Wicker Room. All members should try and be 
present at this meeting. We will be making a hiring 
decision related to the Administrative and 
Production Assistant. Members of the Committee 
are: Skip Skinner, Chairperson, Alberta Mitchell, 
Martha Spurlock, Donnie Ratliff, Ann Whitaker, 
Angie Clendenon, Jackie Mainous, Chris Higgins, 
John Hagan, Pat Bowden, Donna Mahan. 

NOW Team Plans Soup and Grilled Cheese Luncheon 

   The NOW Team is planning a soup and grilled cheese luncheon  immediately 
following the church worship service. Donations will be taken for the meal. The 
proceeds of the meal will go towards our church General Operating Fund. Ashley 
Turner is in charge of this meal. If you are interested in participating or have 
questions, then please contact the church office. 

Contact Information for Nancy Mercer 

  In case you haven’t heard yet, Nancy Mercer has moved to the Laurels. You can 
contact her at the following address: 

The Laurels 
Nancy Mercer, Room 410 
5635 BSG Drive 
Norton, VA 24273 

Make Sure to Order Your Easter Eggs 

  The Vacation Bible School Team will once again be selling Chocolate Covered 
Peanut Butter and Chocolate Covered Coconut Easter Eggs as a fund raiser for our 
upcoming Vacation Bible School. There is an order form in your bulletin today. Please 
complete the form. If you have any questions, then you may contact David 
Goodman. 

Join us for a Black History Month Service 

  The church will host a Black History Month Service on Sunday night February 28th 
at 6:00 p.m. Speakers from the community will talk and the Wise Guys will provide 
special music. Everyone is invited to attend this event. For more information, contact 
Rick Galyean. 

Boy Scout Sunday is Scheduled for February 28th 

  I have been talking with Chris Higgins, our Scoutmaster, and he and the boys of 
Troop 604 will be planning and leading our worship service on Sunday February 28th. 
They have some great things planned, so please be sure and worship with us on that 
Sunday. 
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Greeters: Kathleen Gillespie and Nancy Allman 

 

Prelude  

 

Announcements, Welcome, and Introduction :  Martha Spurlock  

 

Call to Worship:  “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  

 
* Opening Hymn:  “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”  No. 269 

   

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns    
( You will be given an opportunity to share joys and prayer concerns.  
Please raise your hand and wait until an usher comes to you with a microphone.) 

Gloria Patri      No. 70 

 

Children’s Message             Bill Cole 

 

The Presentation of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings   
Ushers:  Spencer Quesenberry, John Hagan, Phil Robbins, Ruben Allman 

Offertory:   

 * The Doxology    No. 95 

Anthem: Elijah Rock     

The Presentation of God’s Word 

* Scripture:  Matthew 16:13-20 

  Lector: The Word of the Lord for the People of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon:  “The Gates of Hell Shall Not Prevail”  

   

* Closing Hymn:  “There is a Balm in Gilead”  No. 375 

   

* Pastoral Benediction : “God Be With You Till We Meet Again” 

Postlude:  

             
 
 

* Please stand, as you are able 
          Musical lyrics reprinted using CCLI # 1083130 

February Activities and Events 

 Sunday, February 21, 2015—Second Sunday During Lent 

 12:00 pm —Soup for Ministry Meal 
 4:00 pm—Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee 
 5:00 pm—UMYF 
 5:00 pm—Asbury Circle 

 Monday, February 22, 2016 
 Pastor leaves for Minister’s Convocation 

 Wednesday. February 24, 2016 

 6:00 pm—Prayer Circle 
 7:00 pm—Choir Practice 

 Thursday, February 25, 2016 
 Noon—Lenten Luncheon at First Baptist Church 

 Friday, February 26, 2016 
 Pastor back in office following convocation 

 Sunday, February 28, 2016—Third Sunday During Lent 
 Boy Scouts Sunday 
 5:00 pm—UMYF 
 6:00 pm—Black History Worship Event 

 

March Activities and Events 
 Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

 6:00 pm—Prayer Circle 
 6:30 pm—Fellowship Supper 
 7:00 pm—Choir Practice 

 Thursday, March 3, 2016 
 10:00 am—Susanna Wesley Circle 
 Noon—Lenten Luncheon at Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
 Noon—Wesleyan Circle 

 Sunday, March 6, 2016—Fourth Sunday During Lent 
 Noon—Soup for Ministry Meal 

 Monday, March 7. 2016 
 6:30 pm—NOW Team  

 Wednesday, March 9, 2016 
 6:00 pm—Prayer Circle 
 7:00 pm—Choir Practice 

 Thursday, March 10, 2016 
 Noon—Lenten Luncheon at First Christian Church 

 Sunday, March 13, 2016—Fifth Sunday During Lent 
 5:00 pm—UMYF 

 

 

For Those with Cancer: 

James Horne; Robin (Rita Nash’s Daughter); 

Barbara Polly; Debbie Cooper; Wilma Nein; 

Phyllis Gilley; Melody (Mellie) Gilley; Doris 

Berta; Denise Qualls; Kathy Hirsch (Larry and 

Teddy Bland’s daughter); David Burke (Bubba 

Burke’s Dad); Karrie Compton (Randy and 

Phyllis Compton’s daughter) 

Facing or Recovering from Surgery or Hospital 
Stay 

Becky Clark; Helen Cochran; Mary Warner; Liz 

Ashley;  T. R Davidson; Melanie Sturgill; Mark 

Nickels; Ann Nickels; Patricia Redman; Jim 

Cooper; Barbara Hargrove; Ronnie Phillips 

(Patty Robbins’ brother) 

Non-Specific Prayers for: 

Brownie Polly; Geneva Allen; Jim Gates; Fred 

Vanbever; Jennie Shupe; Hope Meade; Matt 

Carroll; Melvin Carter; Kenny Spurlock’s 

mother; Bill & Jean Hendrick; Peggy Bates; 

Marion Kocher; Bob Horne; Nancy Toney; Callie 

Ann Coughlin Clark; Beth and John Hagan 

 Pray for our Pastor and the Leaders of our 
church.  

 Pray for the Leaders of the United 

Methodist Church.  

 Pray for those in the Church in need.   

If you know that someone on the prayer list has 

passed away, please contact the church office.  

Financial Snapshot 
  A January Financial Report is included in your bulletin this week. 

Please review it to get a better understanding of our church 

finances through the end of January. 

 Let me tell you how glad we are to have you at our 

worship service today. We hope that you will encounter 

the presence of the risen Christ. Please feel free to join 

in any of the activities or events that you see mentioned. 

Please come back and worship with us again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Van Drivers and Riders 

7 –Pat Bowden, Diane Botts 

14– Kenny & Martha Spurlock 

21– Pat Bowden, Diane Botts 

28– Kenny & Martha Spurlock 

 

Children’s Church 

7– Kim Parsons 

14– Donna Mahan 

21– Cathy Galyean 

28– Christy Smith 

 

Money Counters 

7– Kenny & Martha Spurlock 

14– Diane Botts, Christy Smith 

21– Chris Higgins, Paul Clark 

28– Bill Cole, Ashley Turner 

 

Children’s Message 

7– Kim Parsons 

14– Christy Smith 

21– Bill Cole 

28– Nancy Toney 
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